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11 : EVANGELION AND 7777 
THE NEW TESTAMENT ^ ^ 


dual and differing meanings to the some element, one in Japanese and one in English. This is seen 
in the IV anime series where enc episode has a separate fle in each language, in the name of 


ios пгоћ, and in the namo given to ШЕН “adversarios 


It would seem unliiely that these differences reflect errors in translation, as during the 


production of Erengeñor, Gainax had on ts staff a highly compete 


translator and interpreter, 
Michael House, who is credited in Eva's production and is known to have checked certain 


ralerances on behalf of the studio. Rather, the diueetor of Evangelion, Hideaki Anno 


ss bean 
understood to state that the diferenees are deliberate, and in part are meant to signify the 
concept of dual meaning within the same term or objec. 

Gainax’s Japanese tile of the series = Shin Seti Evangelion, written in Japanese as Я 
затим ням. пашаа English tila is Mean Genesis Evangelion. However, өтө tiles 
fer in meaning in the second word; ІН, гей, means "century; the word the Japanese use 
to translate the Western word “Genesis” isthe related but different zouseiki, written as #1858. 


Noto that sek spelled with differant charactors, сап also msan “animation,” “spirit” or “vitality. 


suggesting that passionate nature of the series isef 
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12: EVANGELION AND 777 
THE OLD TESTAMENT: 


of Good and БА, tho vor fi 


thing Adam and Eva do i сочат thoir nakedness with fig leaves. 


Much has of course been said of Evangolio's use of tho Dead Sea Strals asa той. А 
priceless collection of ancient religious texts dating кот с. 250 BC. oc. 135 AD, the Scrolls fist 
discovered in 190) are known to contin, in addition to “apocryphal” and "nseudo-epigraphica 
writings (books accepta as holy seripture by some Judeo-Christian groups but not others), every 
book in the Old Testament of tho Bible except for Esther 

However, i should be noted here tht there are at least four specific quotes from the Od 
and New Testament used for Evangelon—no! within the TV anime series, butin а.) the liner-nole 
booklets for the CD soundtracks Neon Genesis Evangelion I and Ü (which represent some of the 
earliest official documentation for Eva, being actualy issued in 1985-96 during tho original on-air 
tun of the TV series) and Ь the bock Hoan Genesis Evangelion Photo File 02 “ADAM Soldier at 
the 205 AD, which details the Angels and male characters of the soy, publshed by Kadokawa 
Я 


“Th азаны мак даи Е Ели Зара biel make аана tn tha: Ganian ch Clow aad 


EVANGELION 


“Neon Genesis Evangelion" is itself an English-language romanization (that is, a spelling-out 


in our alphabet of something from a language using a diferent way of wriing 一 so "Shin Seiki 
is a romanization of РНЕ 72767114557 of меш yéveon euawéNo, the 


Greek words for “new,” “genesis,” and “gospel.” 


Evangelion 


The portion ofthe Bible that was written by Jewish auhors, the Old Testament, begins with 
‘ho Book of Genesis; that portion written by Christian authors, the New Testament, begins with the 
Gospels, “Neon Genesis Evangelion” thus suggests а theme or prenise of bearing a new vision 
of those scriptures 

The opening song of Evangelion, PEREA ЭЕ ВЬ0)7-— ¥, "Zankok па tenshi ro toma,” іп 
fact means “the cruel angel's theme.” here using the word the Japanese use to translate the 


English word “angel,” 54, pronounced tenshí 


However, Evangelion does not use tenthi to refer to the "Angels" attacking NERV throughout 


the story, but calls them by the word shito, written (ЕЕ, which means “apostlo"—in the sense of 
опе of the early followers of Christianity who spread its teachings. from the Greek, АтдатоАос. 
apéstolos, "ono who is sent out. 

The idea of referring to these same entities by one Japanese word with а certain meaning 


and another English word with a different meaning is established st the very beginning, where 


Gainax’s Japanese title lor the spisodo із "Shito Shuurei" meaning “Apostle Approach’ 
approach in this sense of something ominous and destructive coming on. The English title of the 


episode is “Angel Attack 
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Jacob's character: "a dissimulater, a machiavellia, а strategist rather than a fighter, а poltician, 
ап operator, as well as a dreamer and visionary." И was Jacob who had the dream for which the 
film Jacob's Ladder was named, in Genesis 28:12: "And he dreamed, and behold г ladder sot up 


‘on the earth, and the top of it reached to heaven: and behold the angels of God ascending and 
descending on it 


ie somo Jacob who, in what Johnson calle 


“perhaps the most mysterious and 
obscure passage in the entire Bible,” fights hand-to-hand with an angel—or God himsell—in 
Genesis 32:24-82, and wins: *...And he said, Let me go. for the day breaketh, And he said, | 
wil not let thee go, except thou bless me. And he said unto him, What is thy name? And he said, 
Jacob. And he said, Thy name shall be called no more Jacob, but Israel: for as a prince hast thou 


power with God and with men, and hast prevailed. 


This is tho frt timo tho word “Israel appear in tho ВЫ. Johnson notes: "Tho torm oras!" 
may mean he who fights Gods, he who fights for God, he whom God fights, һе whom God rules, 
the upright one af бай, ог бай is upright There is no agreement. Nor has anyone yet provided я 


satisfactory account of what the incident means. 


一 carl Gustav Horn 


EVANGELION 


its two divine trees, the Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil Нот which humankind ate, and the 
‘Trae of Life. МСЕ Ге quota is from Genesis 2:8-0: "And the Lard God planted a garden in Eden, 
in the east; and there he put the man whom he had formed. And aut of the ground the Lord God 


mado to grow avery trao that is pleasent to the sight and good for food." 


INGE Из quote is Genesis 331-12: "Have you eaten of the tree of which | commanded you not 
to eat? The man said, The woman whom thou gavest to be with me, she gave me fruit of the tree, 
and | ate.” It is perhaps of interest that the three top scientists involved with the development 
of NERV ond its technology are all women: Drs. Ritsuko Akagi, her mother Naoko Akagi, and Yui 


Ikari—all three of whom also had knowledge of NERV's director, Gendo Ikari 


Gendo's second-in-command, Professor Кого Foyulsuki stated in volume 8 of the series that it 
was commonly believed that Gendo approached Yui Кай for marriage because of her knowledge 
and connections о SEELE, the secret society wishing to put into use the occult knowledge it alone 
possessed from the Dead Sea Scrolls. When Gendo, who was born Gerdo Rokubungí, married Yui 


Ikari, ће took her family name and became Gendo Ikari, a practice tha 


metimes occurs in Japan 


when a family without heirs gives a daughter in mar 


де—ће son-in-law now becoming the 
heir. SEELE entrusted Gendo Ikari with the execution of their plan for reconciliation with the divine, 


funding first GEHIRN and its lator successor organization NERY, both under Gendo's administration 


IGE I's quote is also from Genesis: "Come now, Let us make covenant, you and I; and let it 
bo a witness botween you and me” (Genesis 3:44). The covenant to which it refers is not the mast 
famous one of the bock, between God and Abraham (regarded by Jews, Christians, ard Muslims 
айке as their spiritual ancestor and the beginning of man's attempt to reconnect with God through 
religion). It instead refers to a covenant made between Abraham's grandson Jacob, with Laban, 
Jacob's maternal uncle, to affirm Jacob's right to mary Labar's daughters, and for Laban not to 
harm him in tho future. 

Jacob (a name which means “deceiver” or "usurper") had waited fourteen years fr the right 
during which ӛте he had bore children by the daughters and had furthermore managed to 
make off with Laban's wealth; Laban even accused Jacob of having stolen the sacred idols he 
worshipped. It was in fact Laban's daughter Rachel who had stolen them and brought them to 
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е consequences of eating from the Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil suggests the 
fundamental confict between human beings and Angels, and even the prospect of a fight between 
them, Iti to be nated that God did not forbid Adam and Eve о eat of the Tree of Life, only the Tee 
af Knowledge, Ви after they ate cf that tree “.. tha LORD God said, Behold, the man is become 
as one of us, to know good and evil: and now, lest he put forth his hand, and take also of the 


ee of life, and eat, and lve for ever...So he drove out the m 


v and he placed at the east ofthe 
garden of Eden Cherubims Пів word is actually of uncertain derivation, but is understood to refer 
to angeli: beingel and a flaming Sword which turned every way, to keep the way of the tree of 
He” (Genesis 3:22, 24) 

It has been pointed out that in Evangeion neither the Angels nor the humans opposing them 
in NERV seem to understand one another's nature, behavior, or composition very well their early 
clashes suggest this and bath “factions” make efforts to examine one another. In this interpretation, 
the misunderstanding comes from the fact that each has one but not tho other divine espect—the 
Angels, immortality (ihe Тог of Ше); and humans, morality (the Tree of Knowledge of Good and 
Evil). In seeking a complete divine nature, then, NERV finds йзой literally in hand-to-hand contict 


with the Angels, who guard the Tree of Life. 


The rivalry for divine nature may therefore suggest a rivalry over which faction bears the 


correct “message"—whether the Angels referred to as shite are in fact the tre apostles, or men. 
This brings us to the fourth scriptural quote used for Evangelion, Гот the book Neon Genesis 


Evangelion Photo File 02 АПАМ" Soldier at the 2015 A.D. and the only опе of the four to be from 
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the Second World War in 1945 with is eadqearters in New York City. Originally composed of the 
victorious Allied Powers, the chartered purpose of the UN was to promote world peace, security 
‘and cooperation in the postwar word. The organization had come to include nearly ай countries 
by the enc of the cantury. 


The discovery af the Dead Sea Scrolls totk place against the backgiound of the UN partition 
of Israel and Palestine as separate entities, and it was а member of the United Nations Truce 
Supervision Organization, Captain Phiippe Lippens, who brought in Roland de Уаш, director of the 
Ecole Biblique, a Fiench Catholic theological school in Arab East Jerusalem, to oversee research 
ол the зой; Не remained director of the project until his death in 1971 It was de Марк who 
discovered the fragments of the Book of Enoch in 1952. 

The Antarctic Treaty of 1959, which suspended the claims of any individual nation to that 
continent, opening it up to extensive ‘esearch, was writen to “further the purposes and principles 
embodied in the Charter of he United Natiors.” It was the United Nations that investigated and 
published the official explanation ofthe Second Impactin 2002, claiming it resulted from a meteor 
sto. The UN gained in tha aftermath of that catastiophe a heretofore unseen level of power 
and influence that made й, or the fist time, an agency capabli—if it daemed so necessary 一 of 
action independent of the major surviing world governments. Of those governments, that of Japan 
appears the most susceptible to UN nfluence (although the mistrust and rivalry between the two 
organizations is alsa evident, Tho headquarters of the Zit century United Nations is in fact now in 
Japan's own capital of Tokyo-2, formerly called Matsumoto City. 
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Forthisto happen, inKabbalah, is in fact the purpose of existence self, аз Kabbalists 
believe that Creation 一 where One made many—occurred because "God wished to 
behold God," and therefore, "Face must behold Face.” Orly when our knowledge cf 
Creation—incluting its experiences and россізіні as brought about by fro» willis 
complete, will dll existence bo reunited with God. 
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of Creation as conceived within the a 

important to note that because primacy of Judaism and Je 

within the Western tradition, Historical, many non-Jews have 

attempted to aday of belief or practice. While this has 
been done without malign intent, it В п оп ап expressicn that could be 


GENDO IKARI, AGE 48 
ns father. This tess and enigmatic man is Ше guiding force і the devlopmentor Мел. 
Erongeon system. Ho is also he man entrusto сапу ви the ever more secret Instumentaliy 
Project. Gordo was an absent father, leaving Sins upbringing 10 the boy's auntand uncle. 


MISATO KATSURASI, AGE 29 
Captain Kaburag is the chief action for NERY, responsible for plaming and guiding Evangelion 
missions ont tho Angels She has forced Shi t move it her apartment in an attempt to с 


RITSUKO AKAGI, AGE 30 
Technical supervisor ог NERV Project E [Evangelion Dr. Aag is a polymath g 
тана of scientfic revolution falling йо cracking ofthe human gesti code at the end of 
"twentieth century. Her disciplines include physics, botechnolegy and computer science. 


Ryouı Клот, Аве 29 
Ineligence agent working or ЕЙ, although its senior poronnel know hat he is alo spring for 
tho Japanese Interior Ministry It has ako boon suggested hat Кар is secretly working br a third 
party, SEELE Despite his handsome, cool exterior, Ко regaris mel as woak, his мо haunted by 
a youthful betrayal 


SHINJI IKARI, AGE 14 
Stn was ne Пг СНЫ" т o pi the monstrous emangelon өзін biomechanical combat 
rt dovoloped by Ме socrot UN paramitary agency known as МЕНІ Resontel of his father ond 
desperate tor his approval, ӨН climbed into the entry plug of Eva Uni-O to do batle with tho 
enigmatic Angels, 


ВЕТ AYANAMI, AGE 14 
Roi the "fret Chl Бе chosen о pill an Evangelion, Whle piloting Eva ен, she war severely 
oanded while опіка the Angel баска! drin the same bal in whieh Shin arrived at ъв 


ASUKA LANGLEY SORYU, AGE 14 
AUS, citizen of mixed Japanese and Garman ancesty, Aska is a product ot eugenic breeding. 
Selected to begin training as an Eva pilot от a ver early аде, Asuka fan excelent fighter, but she 
stuggles wth ташпайс memores of her childhood. 


KAWORU NAGISA, AGE 14? 
Коно introduces твой to NERV as he "БИ Chil.” SEELE has sent him to NERY directly, not 
‘bothering te до through tho Marduk Agency. But as NERV keeps ho Ft Angel, Adam, о ts SEELE 
Kept the las Tabi, e true name and коп ol канот Паје. 
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Tho sound effects in this 3-in-1 edition of ооп Genesis Evangelion 
А АР have been preserved in their original Japanese format. To avoid 
4 addtional lettering cluttering up the panels we have provided 
7 Wislist of sound effects (FX). Each FX is listed by раде and panel 
yJ number, so for example 6-5 would mean the PX is on page & in 
ЖҰ panel 5. If there is a third number, it means there is more than one 
FX in the panel—6-5-1and 8-5-2 for example. The transliteration 

22 is given, followed by the English translation/approximation. 
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